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W
h

ere n
ext for fu

n
d

in
g?



A
bou

t L
on

d
on

 F
u

n
d

ers
•

The m
em

bership netw
ork for fund

ers a
nd

 
investors in Lond

on’s civil society –
170 

m
em

bers, across all sectors
•

W
e’re here to enable fund

ers from
 all 

sectors to be effective.  W
e’re focused

 on 
collaboration –

convening fund
ers to 

connect, contribute and
 coopera

te 
together, to help people across Lond

on’s 
com

m
unities to live better lives.

w
w

w
.londonfunders.org.uk



F
u

n
d

in
g L

on
d

on
’s C

ivil S
ociety

•
How

 have fund
ers respond

ed
 to the pa

st 
12+ m

onths?
•

W
hat changes are w

e seeing in the fund
ing 

com
m

unity? 
•

W
hat m

ight w
e expect going forw

ard
s?

•
W

hat could
 all this m

ean for the volunta
ry 

sector in B&
D

?



•
H

ow
 w

ould
 you d

escrib
e fund

ing
 

for civil society in B&
D

?
•

W
ha

t’s your exp
erience a

s a
 

fund
er/recip

ient of fund
ing

/other 
p

a
rtner?

T
h

e p
ictu

re of fu
n

d
in

g in
 

B
arkin

g &
 D

agen
h

am



H
ot &

 cold
 borou

gh
s?

•
In 2019 w

e 
looked

 at hold
 

and
 cold

 spots 
across Lond

on 

•
A

cross all, B&
D

 
appeared

 to be 
a ‘cold

er’ 
borough

(source: LF 
m

em
ber survey 

2019)



C
ity B

rid
ge T

ru
st’s exp

erien
ce

M
ap sourced from

 G
LA

 Intelligence U
nit, U

K
 O

pen G
overnm

ent Licence.  
C

ontains O
rdnance Survey data ©

 C
row

n copyright and database rights.



W
h

at ab
ou

t 20
20

? 
L

on
d

on
 C

om
m

u
n

ity R
esp

on
se

•
La

unched
 in M

arch 2020

•
67 fund

ers involved

•
£55.5m

 ha
s gone out so far to Lond

on’s 

C
om

m
unities 

•
A

 useful ind
icator of w

id
er fund

ing pa
tterns 

a
cross Lond

on



F
u

n
d

in
g by borou

gh
 (W

1-5)
•

A
cross all w

aves 
H

ackney
has 

received
 the 

m
ost fund

ing, 
£8.4m

 and
 

Bexley
the least, 

£1.1m

•
Barking &

 
D

agenham
 

20/33 fund
ed

 
borough (£3.5m

)

N
ote: M

ost a
pp

lica
tions selected

 m
ore than one borough. These num

bers 
are the total am

ount that w
as und

er ea
ch borough (rather than b

eing 
d

istributed
 across them

).



L
C

R
: gran

t th
em

es (totals)
H

om
elessness 
3%

M
ental health 

3%
D

om
estic abuse / violence 

against w
om

en and girls 
5%

Infrastructure (civil society 
support organisations) 

5%

E
quity and 

inclusion 
5%

R
efugees and m

igrants
7%

A
rts and culture 

7%

Food 
8%

A
dvice 
8%

People at risk (including older 
people, disabled people and 
people w

ith long term
 health 

conditions)
23%

C
hildren and young people 

26%



W
h

at w
as fu

n
d

ed
 in

 B
&

D
?

M
ain

them
e

Am
ount offered 

C
hildren and young people

£          742,395.00 
P

eople at R
isk

£          520,295.00 
R

efugees and M
igrants

£          459,720.00 
A

rts and culture
£          386,390.00 

E
quity and inclusion

£          358,377.00 
Infrastructure

£          311,878.00 
D

om
estic violence and abuse

£          296,104.00 
Food

£          247,099.00 
M

ental H
ealth

£          154,359.00 
A

dvice
£          135,896.00 

O
ther

£            25,125.00 
H

om
elessness

£            17,650.00 

Q
: D

o these them
es resona

te w
ith your exp

erience of w
here 

fund
ing

 is need
ed

 in the b
oroug

h? 



W
h

ere n
ext for collaboration

?

•
W

a
ve five fund

ing focused
 on renew

al/recovery
▫

Lond
on Recovery Boa

rd
 m

issions as focus a
reas

x
N

ew
 d

eal for young people
x

Robust sa
fety net

x
Build

ing strong com
m

unities
▫

C
ore fund

ing as w
ell as project fund

ing
•

Lea
rning reports prod

uced
:

▫
H

ow
 fund

ers ca
n continue collabora

tion
▫

W
ha

t w
e lea

rnt from
 the civil society response

▫
H

ow
 w

e ca
n em

bed
 equity and

 inclusion long
-term



T
h

e h
ow

as w
ell as th

e w
h

a
t



#
W

eStan
d

W
ith

T
h

eS
ector

•
La

unched
 M

arch 2020
•

O
ver 400 signa

tories
•

Sha
red

 com
m

itm
ents to:

▫
a

d
a

pting activities, d
iscussing 

d
a

tes and
 financial flexibility

•
Sister statem

ent in Europe 
w

ith D
A

FN
E a

nd
 EFC

•
Follow

-up statem
ent in 

N
ovem

ber 2020



O
p

en
 &

 tru
stin

g gran
tm

akers

•
O

ver 60 fund
ers signed

 up (see 
w

w
w

.ivar.org.uk)
•

Build
ing on our prom

ise to stand
 by the 

sector, w
e com

m
it to:

▫
M

a
king grants in a w

ay that reflects the 
rea

lities fa
cing V

C
SE organisations now

 
a

nd
 for the foreseeable future.

▫
M

a
naging grants and

 relationships in a 
w

a
y that reflects our confid

ence in and
 

respect for the organisations w
e fund

.



E
igh

t com
m

itm
en

ts

•
Be open
▫

D
on’t w

a
ste tim

e
▫

A
sk relevant questions

▫
A

ccept risk
▫

A
ct w

ith urgency
▫

Be open
•

Be trusting
▫

Ena
ble flexibility

▫
C

om
m

unicate w
ith purpose

▫
Be proportionate



H
ow

 are fu
n

d
ers w

orkin
g w

ith
 

B
&

D
 organ

isation
s?

•
D

o these principles resonate?
•

How
 are they being put into practice?  



W
h

a
t d

oes th
is m

ea
n

 for 
fu

tu
re fu

n
d

in
g?

Q
: A

re you sta
rting

 to see a
ny shifts in 

fund
ing

 w
orld

 from
 w

here you’re sitting
?



A
fter th

e storm
rep

ort

•
Ba

sed
 on survey &

 interview
s 

w
ith Lond

on Fund
ers netw

ork 

* Based
 on survey 

&
 interview

s w
ith 

cross section of 
Lond

on fund
ers 

netw
ork 



A
p

p
roach

es an
d

 id
eas

•
Three areas of focus for fund

ers:
▫

N
eed

 to plan in a flexible w
ay

▫
C

ha
nging w

ays of w
orking

▫
Supporting capacity build

ing
•

A
m

bitions for the future:
▫

Supporting relational approaches
▫

C
rea

ting opportunities
▫

Supporting learning



S
cen

arios for L
on

d
on

 in
 20

23

•
Four scenarios id

entified
:

▫
Build

ing back the sam
e

▫
Build

ing back better
▫

Build
ing d

ifferently
▫

N
ot build

ing back
•

W
orkshop

s for civil society 
groups and

 fund
ers to reflect 

on im
plications



T
h

ou
gh

ts for fu
n

d
ers

•
Prevention/early action

•
Investm

ent in grassroots and
 equity/inclusion

•
Better use of d

ata and
 intelligence

•
Long-term

, a
gile and

 ad
aptable fund

ing
•

Sha
red

 goa
ls betw

een fund
ers and

 groups
•

G
et serious about sustainability

•
C

ham
pion the voice of com

m
unities and

 
civil society groups



W
h

ere n
ext for B

&
D

?

•
How

 ca
n fund

ing of civil society groups be 
m

ore effective? eg
▫

Relationships betw
een fund

ers &
 civil society 

groups
▫

A
ccess a

nd
 approaches to fund

ing
•

W
hat are the new

 opportunities (fund
ing 

m
od

els, colla
borations etc)? 

▫
W

ha
t is need

ed
 to take ad

vantage of these?



U
sefu

l resou
rces

•
N

ew
sletters, reports and

 further read
ing:

▫
w

w
w

.lond
onfund

ers.org.uk

•
M

ore inform
ation on the LC

R grants:
▫

w
w

w
.lond

oncom
m

unityresponse.org.uk

•
La

test upd
ates and

 insights:
▫

Tw
itter: @

Lond
onFund

ers

•
Further inform

a
tion:

▫
Em

a
il: info@

lond
onfund

ers.org.uk


